preferable to any other metal. These instruments do not differ in form from those already described, for the removal of the pulp, except that no barbs are cut upon them, but on the contrary they are made perfectly smooth by burnishing and giving them a spring temper. Except when the canal of the fang, to be filled, is flattened, they should be made round so as to obtain the greatest strength with the least bulk. A number of them should be prepared, and graduated from the smallest diameter of the fang to be filled to the largest size required by the canal at its largest diameter. Tempering such small instruments is, I am aware, a nice operation, but it renders them so much more available for this purpose, that no pains ought to be spared to accomplish the object.
The best material for filling the fangs is, undoubtedly, gold;
it is better suited, in every respect, for this purpose than any other material with which I am acquainted. I see, however, no objection to the use of tin foil for this purpose?it cannot be consolidated so perfectly as gold, but it can be made sufficiently compact to answer the purpose. But gold, as I have just said, is preferable to any other material for the purpose; it can be used more conveniently and can be rendered more compact with slighter compression.
The facility with which gold may be employed for filling the fangs depends upon the form and manner in which it is used. No. 30, is undoubtedly best adapted for this purpose. Whatever may be thought of this gold, (which I introduced to the profession, and which I have used for nearly two years, and which I still use, almost exclusively, with increasing satisfaction,) for ordinary operations, for filling the fangs, it will be acknowledged upon trial, I am sure, invaluable. For this purpose, indeed, Dr. Maynard, to whom I have had occasion so often to allude in these papers, has used gold of this kind for a number of years.
By Dr. Maynard it is cut into a narrow strip, one end of which is carried to the extremity of the canal of the fang with a suitable instrument, which is withdrawn, leaving the gold in place; a fold of the gold near the extremity is taken by the in-struments, are carried up to the end, and so, fold after fold is condensed against the first until the fang is filled.
I will describe somewhat minutely my own method of procedure, which I find after trial of other suggested methods, enables me more conveniently and perfectly to accomplish the desired object.
I first cut the gold from a narrow strip into small oblong squares, about two lines in length, and one in width, which I lay in a convenient place for use. I then set in order the instruments I intend to use for the purpose, and take care to provide several of the smallest size. I then wash out the pulp cavity and fangs with the sponge, and pass the smaller instruments into the fangs to be filled to be sure that they pass readily to the point to which I wish the gold to be carried. The cavity and canal of the fang are then to be carefully dried, which may be done by twisting a small piece of cotton around one of the barbed instruments used for removing the pulp, and passing it repeatedly into the fang. It will be necessary to change the cotton several times, or have several instruments prepared in the same way, as the small quantity which can be used soon becomes saturated.
There are two methods of placing these small pieces of gold in a position where they can be carried conveniently into the fangs?I hope these minute details will not be considered trifling and unnecessary, to many I am sure they will not be so thought, if I judge from my own experience?one is to take up the gold with a pair of spring forceps and place it in the cavity of decay near the opening of the fang, from which place it is carried into and up the fang with suitable instruments?the other is to place the gold on a piece of wood and take it up by sticking the instrument through it, which after some practice will be found a very convenient way of getting over a vexatious little difficulty.
The canal of every fang is a lengthened cone?in some parts it is a simple tube, but from the opening from the pulp cavity to the foramen at the extremity of the fang it is always more or less conical. In filling the fang it is always advisable, in using There is evidently not the same necessity for caution in these cases as those above described; any increase of inflammation here is rarely attended with painful consequences, and it is, of course, always well, when it can be done with safety, to go straight on to the end as speedily as possible. Very frequently an abscess will spontaneously pass away after the fangs are cleared of irritating matter, and carefully filled. If it should not, it must be lanced deeply, and a piece of cotton or lint placed in the incision, and allowed to remain till it is thrown out by healthy granulations at the bottom, or removed when healthy pus has been discharged freely for a time.
IV. When a discharge of pus or other matter through the canal of the fang is suspected, it will be necessary, in the first place, to ascertain whether it comes from a sac, exterior to the fang, or from some remains of the pulp still in the canal.
It sometimes happens that an abscess will discharge for years through the canal of the fang without causing much, if any, inconvenience to the patient, if the external cavity of decay is open, except when its free egress is obstructed, and then severe pain follows.
In such cases, the attempt ought to be made to put an end to this diseased condition of the parts, and it will generally be successful. Let the fang be filled without any other precaution than to avoid pushing the instruments and gold entirely through the foramen, which, in most of these cases, from the long continued action of corrosive matter, will be found enlarged. Sometimes a portion of the pulp, more or less small, will remain for a long time in the canal secreting pus, which is discharged into the pulp cavity. The presence of such a portion of pulp will generally be detected by the pain occasioned by contact with an instrument passed into the fang, even if the discharge of pus is not sufficient to be apparent upon examination. This is first to be got rid of, and it is sometimes difficult to bring into contact with it the arsenic to destroy its vitality. I generally pass the arsenic up to the point on the end of a piece of thread; if its destruction cannot be accomplished by this means it must be removed with an instrument, regardless of the pain it inflicted. In these cases, however, it is necessary to observe well the precautions recommended in the last number, to avoid passing the instrument both in making the examination and removing any remains of the pulp, entirely through the foramen. 
